Ostober 14, 1946

Dre Te Hy Someborn
Indiara University
Dgpartment of Zoolocy
Bloomington, Indiana

Doar Tracy:

Please nardon thw delay in answoring your letter of the
lat, raquesting haplophase osultures with which ¢o do classroom
gxperimants. The delay was dus to the faet that I wes in no
poaition $0 send thess strainse In the flrst nlace, 1 do not have
theme They are all Lindegren's Strains aud his commeotiom with
Busch makes it diffloult to secure them. This unfortiunate
gituation has been hanging undeclded for some $ime and thore is
nothing I san do about it exocept to pro@ Carl to got Anheusor
Busch %o agree %o sond out $he strairse Thls I have besn doing
for some ¢ime but without, anparontly, muoh suscess., I know,
for example, that Vings has wanted ons of tis sirains and
Anheuger Busch put thelir fool down beoause it so harpens that
that particular straln could be used to develcp a commeroislly
important one of value to the Danish baking indqustrye.

Prankly, I do not Xnow what $0 do about 1% bdecause it is
turning ocut to be a really embarrassing problems The only scluticn
that I see is for my ladoratory to go 1nto tho business of isolating
our ovn straing, and I em hesitant about this besause it does
taxe so much effort and time which I believe can be more frultfully
used elsewhere. I msy moto this, I am trying to develop a
galactose strain, with the aid of the Lindsegrens, which will
do the same thing that the meliblose dld, and so0 far the results
look promisings I think I will be able to talk the powers-that-be
into letting me use this sot of strains in any way I see fite.

I have cumped this nroblem, and othors of likxe kind, into the lap
of Carl, who 18 honestly trying tc¢ got olearance from Anheuser
Busche I think the more ocases that wo have, the more chance of
sngcaest,

last pompor Ephrussl sugzested a complete exohange of
yeast strains between our varicus laboratories, much 1like Drosophila
exohange works. But hore asaln, the thing is atill stymiod beocause



of the oommeroial comnestiors, I can send you diploid adaptable
strains whioch will demonstrate all the phenomenon of adaptation

por &8, beosuse those stralns are my own and are tho ones on

whioh I have done muoh of the ruc..ut work on the mechanism of
adaptation itself, This, of oc .vuo, would not solve the fundanontal
problem of dsmonstrating the garctlos of the segresations as a -
clagsroom exersiss.

Well, I am mappy to hoar that you asquired your biochomist,
and it oertainly looks as 1f you are golng to iave a good time
ohasing the kxillar substanoce, My own work is goln: slowly
since wo are now goncorned malnly with the problem of identifying
the nature of the stlmulator to adaptation wlih the vagueo,
and probadly vain hope that it may turn out $0 bo the nlasma.gono.
We are :lso trying to set up experlimants Yc test tie scapacliy
of this subatanse to transieor genwtlioally negative stiralna Into
onos poasaasing spooifio enzymatlo constitutions Tere azaln,
of ccurse, me are workl:¢ 1ln the dark as %0 requirements for
transform aballitye 'Iwev:ar, it soarms to mo that these two approaches,
although certaihly not the oasliest ones, ara at present the most
oritical for tho fundamental pr-blem.

~ Give my rezards to il1ller and tell him I am looking forward
to seelns him in Vashington at the end of this nonth at that
high=powered physios conferanoe.
With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Se Spleselman



